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\ RELATION 
Of Raiſing the Siege of 
+ & » & WW» 


7. He Prince of Orange having failedin his 
&”. Deſign npon Woerder, and deſpairing 
of being able to A& any thing with 
Succeſs againſt the French in Holland, 
reſolved to paſs into the Countrey of 
Liege with his Horſe, which he inten+ 
ded to ſtrengthen witha Body of Foot 
Ws 2+ & to be drawn in his paſſage out of the 
| Cities of Breda, Boiſſednc , Bergen-op-Zoom , and Maeſtricht. 
| With this Army he promiſed himſelf nothing leſs, then to 
| force the French from thoſe Poſts they held in the Countrey 
\ of Liege. But the Count de Monterey, Governour of the Low- 

1 countreys for the King: of Spain, not thinking it fit to quit 

the advantages he intended to procure to the King his Ma- 

, ſter, inputting his Garrifons into thoſe places, under colour 

of defending them, - would not ſuffer that. they ſhould be 
drawn out, and offered togive the Prince of Orange, as he 
has done, 3000, Horſe, and. a like number of Foot, under 
the command of the Count de Adarcin; Thereupon he- put ' 
himſelf in a condition to attaque and .take the Caſtle of 
Fauquemont, in the Countrey of Holland, where there was a 
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French Garriſon of 130 men. Immediately after this he in- 
veſted Tongres,. with deſign in- appearance of attacking it 
But the Count Je Marcin having repreſented unto him, that 
the place, though without any conſiderable Fortifications, 
might defend it ſelf. for ſome time, and ruine his Army, he 
ſends, by the Prince's advice, tothe Count Mozterey, to pro- 
poſe to him the Befieging of Charleroy 5 uſing, as a main ar- 
gument to induce him to conſent toit, the abſence of the 
Count de Montal, who was then at Toxgres ;, for which rea- 
ſon, and divers others, he conceived the place was left with 
a very weak Garriſon. The Count de Monterey embraced the 
Enterpriſe , and more to ſecure the good ſucceſs of it, ſent 
himthe greateſt part of the Spaniſh Forces he could get to- 
getherin his Government, disfurniſhing upon that account, 
of their Garriſons, the moſt important places of the King h's. 
Maſter, without making any reflexions but upon the aflured 
conqueſt of Charleroy, or conſidering the Faith of the Trea- 
ties of the Pyreneans, and Aix la Chapelle, The 15, inſtant, 
the Count de Aarcin inveſted Charleroy with the Spaxiſh Ca- 
valry which was quartered in Flazders, expeCting the arrival 
ofthe Prince of 0razge with his Army, which was two days 
after on the 17. In the mean time the Spariards thinking that 
Binch, a Fort lying between -this place and 4th, would be 
uſeful to them, as well to favour their Retreat,if need were, 
as to facilitate the paſſage of their Convoys, ſent out a 
party of their Troops to inveſt it, who made themſelves 


maſters of it witha-great deal of eaſe, being no place of de-. 


fence. They put a Spariſh Garriſon into it, in the name of 
the Prince of 0raxge,and took care to fend a Spaniſh Colonel 


to ſeize upon the Keepers of the Caſtle of Marimont,a Houſe 


of Pleaſure, yielded to the King by the Treaty of 4x lg 
Chapel. | 

The Count de MHontal had advice of all their motions, and 
was aſſured of them by the Sicur de $7. Cla, a Brigadeer of 
Horſe, who came from Maſezckin the company of the Sicurs 
$t $ylveftre, and Darcy, Captains of Light Horſe, de Labadie, 
Vienart, and de Trexil, Lieutenants 3 Levigray and Magn, 


 Cornets 3 Lapair and Lewpererw , Quarter-maſters, with 


Fifty Horſe, withintent to caſt themſelves with him into his 
The Count de Mortal accompanied with this Troop,, and 
60 Horſe yore, which he bronght with him to Toxgres, went 
out of the "Town the 17 inftant, at 10 of the clock in the 
morning, refolving to get into Charleroy the next ME by 
reak 
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break of day, and to force the Quarter through which he 
was to paſs, if there was no other wav. | 

He went along the great Cauſey,the ſame way the Enemies 
had gone before, imagining that/they would leaſt ſuſpect 
that way of any other : He had not gone above five or fix 
Leagues, but he met with ſome of their Scouts, which he 
cauſed tg be diſmounted, and ſtript, that ſo thecold which 
was then extreme, might force them to retire into the Vil- 
Jages to warm themſelves, and hinder them from returning 
tothe Army to adviſe them of their approach. 

That night he got very near to Perruis, where the Dutch 
Foot were lodg'd, and the Horſe that accompanied then, 1n 
the Villages all along the Cauley, as far as Gimblozr : and 
meeting with other Troops further on this fide Charleroy, he 
was forced to turn to the Right, and to fetch a great coni- 
paſs about to avoid them, marching towards Meet, to get 
into the Wood. | WEE : 
When day-light began to appear, he advanced but {low- 
ly, expeCting the breaking up of the Main-guard; which 
happened according to his deſire : ſo that at his coming out 
of the Wood, he found a Regiment of Spaniſh Foot lodg'd 
in the Front, and was got in among(t them ſo on a ſuddain, 
thar they ſcarce perceived him, : | 

Although they ſuſpe&ed him to be an Enemy, they durſt 
not make an Alarm, becauſe it was out of their power now 
totake him : and in exchange of - their forced diſcretion, he 
returned them the civility of ſome words in their own Lan- 
gaage : tp which they all anſwered with a very handſome 
ſalute, taking no notice thathe was of any other Party then 
their own, | | 

But when he came near the Glaſs-houſe, where others of 
the Enemy were lodg'd, as in all the Houſes thereabouts, 
fome diſcovered, that all of his Troop. had their Swords 
naked under their Cloaks, excepting onely fifteen, and two 
Officers, who marched before the Count de Montel and the 
Sieur' de $7, C/a, with their Carbines advanced, that the' 
ge. more ealily breakthrough what ever ſhould oppoſe 
them. . We WES, Ts 

Theſe cried, To F or Arms, anddiſchargedat them as they 
paſſed before and behind, fo that. the Alarm was preſently 
all over the Camp. But their Horſe-Guard of 150 Maiſtres, 
poſted between their Camp and the Town, having juſt be- 
fore unbridled their Horſes,not being able to mount ſo ſoon 
as wasrequifite , 'there were not above 8o who could come 
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to oppoſe them, with a Major named Floris in the Head of 
them, a perſon mucheſteem'd amongſt them, 


The Count de Mortal received them ſo vigorouſly, that 


that Officer and'part of his men were killed, without any 


loſs of our fide but of 14 men onely kill'd and taken priſo- 


ners, becauſe it was not thought worth the whileto ſtay to 
reſcue them at that time, Thus he got into Charleroy, not 
leſs ſucceſsfully then gloriouſly, on . Bruſſels fide, with 100 
Horſe in his company, and che Officers, who had done.on 
this occaſion all that could be expected of perſons effeQively 
allant, 4 

He found the place ſtraitned enough, by the Poſts the 
Enemies poſſeſſed, moſt of them within Muſket-ſhot, with- 
out baving taken any of the Out-works: the Sieur de Franc- 
hey, the Kings Lieutenant, who commanded in the Gover- 
nours abſence. having done all that was requifte to hinder 
them from executing any ſuch deſign, | 

He found inlike manner the Garriſon very well diſpoſed 
to acquit themſelves of their Duty. The Sieur Deshornais 
Brigadeer of Foot, that was by goad chance leftthere, had 
particularly laboured to: prepare thoſe of the Garriſon, for 
theſervicethis Occaſion required of them: And the Sjeur 
Terrade Engineer, whoſe buſineſs it was to look after the 


- Works , had not omitted any thing for the putting them in 


=—_ 


as good poſture of Defence, as the few Men in Garriſoq 
would permit, . 

The —_— now being, to make proviſion of Fo- 
rage , forthe Horſe that were newly come intg the Place 3 
the Count de Moztal, ſome few hours after his arrival, ſeat 
out 150 Musketeers, under the Command of the ſaid Sieur 
Desbonnais, to fetch in what was to be found, along the Ri- 
ver Sambre., at houſes a good diſtance from the Town. 

* Theyacquitted themfelves ſo well of this Charge, with 
the help of 50 Horſe very mnch tired, that in three hours 
timethey had gathered up all the Forage, forced the Enemies 


from a Poſt , guarded by a party of Horſe and Foot, and 


killed themſeveral Men , with the loſs only of two Soldiers 
vn their part. | | | 
In the mean time the Count de Mortal, judging by a Bat- 
tery they had raiſed upon an Eminence, on the other fide of 
two little Moats, where the Worksare but ſingle , and were 
ina mannerdeſerted , that they intended to make their prin- 
cipal Attack there z he reſolvedto place a guard there, and 
to make all the Reſiſtance that was poſlible. 
| | Befdeg 
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Beſides, the Traverſes that the ſaid Sieur de Terrade,. by 
the Order of the Sieur Fraxclien, had begun todraw from one 
Eparle to the other , were preſſed extreamly : And thuugh 
they were not, finiſhed, the Governor placed-ſome men up- 
on them, as.the number he had would give him leave; with 
Captainsand Officers, reſolved to ſtand by them, and ſome 
Horſe in the Ditch , where there were no Traverſes of Pa- 
liffadoes, that they might have more liberty to. a&. 

The Sieurs of Fraxclieuand des Bonnais, were likewiſe de- 
ſtined to defend ſeverally the Poſts that might be attacked. 
But the enemy did-not think fit to attack them that night, 
and the Count de Mortal perceived the next morning , 
that they had diſcontinued their Battery , which was con- 
firmed to him by the ſaid Sieur de Francliex, who likewiſe 
took care to obſerve their countenance on that ſide, 

Thereupon hereſolved the next day, Nineteenth, tomake 
a ſally with all his Horſe, upon the Eminence of Bruſſels, and 
to line the Counterſcarpes, and outworks with all his Mus- 
kettiersz amongſt whom was' the Sieur de Desboynais, on 
purpoſe to take priſoners, which had all the good ſucceſs 
that could be deſired. 


Irſt ſallied out Twenty Horſe, commanded by the Sieurs 
þ Labadie and Janvrye , and fell upon the enemies leſſer 
guard, which lay ſheltered upon the deſcent of the Hill, on 
the other ſide of the Church-yard 3 and whilſt the reſt of 
the French Troops were hkewiſe coming up to them, the 
enemies great Guard, being One hundred and fifty Horſe, 
advanced under the command of .the Baran de $t., Jear. The 
French received them with much bravery, and having given 
them a confiderable ſhock , killed and wounded: many of 
them on the place 3 and taking a Lieutenape, with ſeveral 
others priſoners, retired towards the Counterſcharpe, ta 
draw the enemy under our Guns, [The Baron de $t, Jean 
having received two mortal wounds in his Breſt. : 

The Enemy followed ver Warny: yet not (o, but that 
fifty Muskettiers which the Count de Apntal had Poſted in 
one of the Half Moons, had apportynity to make a diſcharge 
upon them, in which they killed feveral-of them; and far- 
ther occaſioned ſuch diforder amongſt them, that the Prince 
de Vaudemont, the Sieur de Loyvignie,and ſeveral other perſons 
of quality were fain to come to their aſſiſtance. 

But the French at the fame time.cauſed their Cannon to 
play ſo well upon the enemy, that they killed Fg af 
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themz and amongſt others, three Cornets of Horſe, one of 
them being of the Prince's own Troop 3 the Prince de Vau- 
demont had his Horſe killed under him, and received ſome 
{light wounds; the Steur de Loxvignie had likewiſe his Horſe 
killed, and his Heel ſhot off with a Cannon Bul'et ; ſo that 
he is indanger of loſing his Leg, or his life. 

The Beſieged were out about an hour and a half in this 
Sally, and Maſters of the Enemies Ground 3 and put the 
Enemy into ſuch a fear, that they durtt never after advance 
m the ſeveral Sallies, which the French continued to make 
out of the place, Inthe meantime. the Count de Mortal be- 
ing every night informed , that the Enemy were opening 
their Trenches ; and beſides, that they had great numbers of 
Faggots, Balesof Wool, and Barrels, atleaſt 2000, and other 
Proviſions, to beemployed in this Siege, reſolved with the 
few men he had to defend the Counterſcharps 53 but was 
prevented 3 for the One and twentieth in the morning, the 
Count de Marcin, ordered the Twenty pieces of Cannon 
with two Mortar pieces, ſent to the Army by the Count de 
Monterey, ſome days before , and the ſaid Bales. of Wool, 
Faggots, &*c, to be ſent back to Namur, And the 22 at 
break of day, all the Enemies Troops broke up and retired; 
thoſe that lay on the other (ide of the Sabre. paſſed that 
River at Marchiennes au Pont, and took their way by *Fortaine 
PF Eveſque and Binche, andthe reſt marched on the {ide of the 
Plain of Meet. 

The Troopsthat inveſted the place, and againſt whom the 
Beſieged were todefend themſelves, were all Spaniſh, the 
Dutch having been Poſted on the cther fide of the Water.. 

In this occaſion we cannot ſufficiently admire the courage 
and condud of the Sieur de Mortal, in putting himſelf into 
the place, . and defending it ſo bravely afterward. Much 
praiſe is likewife due to the Sieur de St. Cla, and the reſtof 
the Officers that accompanied him, and all the Soldiery that 
wereconcerned in the Action, _-_ 

"* For the reſt, all things wereſo well ordered for the defence 
of the place, that the Officers of that Garriſon could not 
without regret ſee the Enemy decamp, having promiſed 
themſelves farther occaſion of ſignalifing their zeal and 


courage. 


